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President’s Message
August already!  The summer is half over.  Where does the 
time go?  The older I get; the faster time passes!
The “Civic Holiday” is celebrated on the first Monday in 
August.  Did you ever wonder what this holiday is all about?  
It is not an official statutory holiday.  It is not federally 
mandated or legislated in Ontario.  It is not included in the 
Ontario Employment Standards Act (which means your boss 
didn’t have to pay you for the day off!)  Technically it is not 
an official holiday at all.  So, what’s it all about? 
In 1869 Toronto was the first to introduce the civic holiday, 
calling it a  “midsummer day of recreation.”  In 1969 Toronto 
renamed the day “Simcoe Day” in honour of John Graves 
Simcoe, the first Governor General of Upper Canada.
In Ontario, depending on where you live, the name is 
different.  There are at least ten or more names in other 
municipalities in Ontario.  As far as I can tell, Simcoe County 
just calls it “Civic Holiday”.  
Most other provinces recognize the day off and give it their 
own name and reason for celebrating.  It has become an 
unofficial national holiday.
Toronto got it right in 1869.  Whatever you plan to do on 
your “midsummer day of recreation”, enjoy the day and the 
rest of the summer.  

                 Ruby Thomas
                 President, PROBUS Club of Alliston



Main Speaker was Tom Herstad
Towards a Kinder, more Compassionate

 and Empathetic World

Tom is the author of 2nd Line West, a memoir of a very special lady in 
his life, his mother. In a heartfelt presentation, Tom shared stories of her 
difficult life and how she looked beyond herself to help others. Our 
members were eager to learn more about the 18 people she helped so 
book sales were brisk. Tom joined us for lunch at Symposium and we 
learned more about his other life as a lighting designer.

July 2024 PROBUS Meeting

Show & Tell Speaker – Roger Setka

Our 91-year young financial wizard 
attempted to bring us into the 21st century 
of finance and the possibility of the “digital 
loonie” within our lifetime.
CBDC (central bank digital currency) is 
something that the Bank of Canada and 
banking insitiutions around the world are 
looking at. We may in our lifetime be faced 
with the emergence of a cashless society, 
our hand-held bills a thing of the past.



Lunch at Symposium

Photos submitted by Bev Hughes.  For more click here

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/about-3


Upcoming PROBUS Meetings

Sep 10

Oct 8

Nov 12

Leah den Bok

Lisa Taylor

Ted Barris

Photographs of the Homeless

Gut Health for Aging Gracefully

Canadians in the Battle of Britain

Our meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 AM in the Nottawasaga Inn.

Next Meeting  No meeting in August
   Golf & BBQ – August 13
    



Upcoming Events

Attendees & Menu Choices

Information Join Us

_______________________________________________________

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/_files/ugd/b1fd92_159ba3d14b044484a03782b72bbf373f.pdf
https://mcmichael.com/
https://forms.wix.com/f/7196268336403972682


Upcoming Events

_______________________________________________________



Special Events

Golf

Golfers:  Play 9 or 18 holes
Format will be a Scramble – designed to be a fun time!
Please arrive at least 15 minutes before tee time.

Dinner

Meal:  Chicken or Salmon

Schedule

1:00 PM  18-hole golfers tee off
2:30 PM  9-hole golfers tee off
5:00 – 6:00 PM Social time all attendees
6:00 PM  Dinner

Click here for tee times and details

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/_files/ugd/b1fd92_ec37aefbc7f445a4b74b44b659402baa.pdf


Christine Korhonen

The Circle of Life is certainly true

And of course The Lion King also knew it too.

For as each decade leaves us

The next one brings different challenges anew.

We question which path to follow, whether to come or to go

A learned approach that each one of us knows.

To recognize the time for “flight or fight”
Should we turn to the left or the right?

For fight enhances strength and confidence for sure

And can lead to opportunities and much, much more.

To be real our search is always there

To gather together with those who strive and thrive

On Honesty, Loyalty, Creativity, and Drive.
For this includes Love and Caring which is needed to survive.

Your memory list grows as your lifestyle and adventures change

While events of the past fill all memory’s range.

Whether family, friends, or others are stored.

The scope of your life, the tread of your footsteps is gathered forever to hold.

But what a treasury of experiences lie within

Each one different from friends and kin.

Lessons learned, successes and failures to share

For friendship involves “to listen and care”.

Through “thick and thin” we step forward and have “our say”
Then look forward to yet another day.

Looking ahead it is our family and close friends that we love

Who share our precious treasury of life’s experiences we hold dear

Up to and whenever life’s end is near.

Circle of Life



Humour…



If you have pictures or stories you would like to share with your 
friends at PROBUS, please email to Allyn Willard at:

allynwillard@rogers.com 

If you have moved or changed your email or phone number, 
please notify Mary Willard at probuscluballiston@gmail.com 

so that we can keep our records up to date.

PROBUS Club of Alliston 
2023/2024 Management Committee 

President     Ruby Thomas 

Vice President    Gerry Ross 

Past President    Chuck Waterman 

Secretary     Jo-Anne Hunt 

Treasurer     Claire Albright 

Membership Coordinator  Mary Willard 

AV Team / Zoom Master  Allyn Willard, Peter Krol, Ron Wise 

Communications   Mary Willard 

Events/Excursions   Linda Ball, Wendy Masters,  

      Judy Temple, Mary Willard,  

      Joan Fellows 

Luncheons     Midge Facciol, Bev Hughes 

Meeting Coordinator   Dave Randell 

Membership    Mary Willard, Sheila Garriock 

Photographer    Bev Hughes 

PROBUS Reporter   Allyn Willard 

Share the Wealth   June Seago, Carol Borg 

Show & Tell    Roger Setka, Roy Snipe 

Speakers Committee   Pat Thompson, Sharron Smith, 

      Judy Pretty 

Sunshine and Clouds   Sue Waterman 

mailto:allynwillard@rogers.com
mailto:probuscluballiston@gmail.com
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