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President’s Message
Happy Canada Day!  Our great country of Canada is 157 years young on July 1st.  So 

exactly what are we celebrating?

July 1, 1867, the British North American Act (Constitution Act, 1867) created Canada.  

July 1, 1879, a federal law made July 1st a statutory holiday to celebrate the 

anniversary of Confederation.  It was originally called Dominion Day and in 1982 was 

officially changed to Canada Day.

Enough of the history lesson.  We are so lucky to live in one of the best countries in 

the world.  We can complain about politicians, high taxes, poor health care, crime on 

the rise, but all the complaints pale in comparison to the good stuff.  

            •  The economy is growing so there are opportunities for our children and                               

grandchildren. 

           • Healthcare is mostly free.  It could improve (and I’m sure it will 

eventually).  We can still get the care we need although we might have 

to wait longer than we would like.

          • Canada is a safe country.  Contrary to what we hear in the news, crime 

rates are low compared to other countries.  We can still go for a walk 

without fearing for our lives.

         • Canada has clean air and water, something that we often take for 

granted.

         • Canada is a beautiful country with lots of unspoiled open spaces and 

wilderness to explore.

         • We live in a democracy. We are free to express our opinions and live our 

life as we choose. 

         • Canadians are friendly, compassionate and caring.  

I’m proud to be Canadian.  I love the fact that we start every Probus meeting by 

singing the National Anthem.  It reminds me of how lucky we are to live in this great 

country.  

However you celebrate on July 1st, whether it’s a beer on your balcony, a barbeque 

party, or attending one of the many celebrations in the community….remember why 

we are celebrating.  Have a great Canada Day!

Ruby Thomas
President, PROBUS Club of Alliston



June 2024 PROBUS Meeting

Lifetime Membership Presentation

Bev Hughes and Midge Facciol presented Brian Palmer with a 
Lifetime membership to the Probus Club of Alliston for Outstanding 

Service to the Club.

New Members

Don & Shirley Irvine Don Nelson

My thanks to those in the Club who decided to present me with a Lifetime 
Membership, particularly in the way it was presented by two of my favourite 
ladies, Bev and Midge.
I haven’t been able to attend meetings lately and the kind thought came as a 
complete surprise. 
Hope to see you all soon.

Brian Palmer



Main Speaker was Malcolm Kelly
Women in Air Force Blue

Malcolm G. Kelly, a professional journalist for 37 years, the founder and 
coordinator of a renowned postgraduate sports journalism program at 
Centennial College in Toronto, spoke to our PROBUS group about 
“Women In Air Force Blue”.
His presentation on" Women In Air Force Blue" followed a number of 
women and their amazing experiences, was very interesting and 
enjoyed by all.

June 2024 PROBUS Meeting

Show & Tell Speaker – Norm Kennedy

Drums & Bugles

Norm took on a fascinating trip 
through the history of the 
development of drums & bugles 
from the Stone Age until now.



Lunch at Hot Stacks

Photos submitted by Bev Hughes.  For more click here

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/about-3


Upcoming PROBUS Meetings

Jul 9

Sep 10

Oct 8

Nov 12

Tom Herstad

Leah den Bok

Lisa Taylor

Ted Barris

Towards a Kinder, More 
Compassionate and Empathetic 
World

Photographs of the Homeless

Gut Health for Aging Gracefully

Canadians in the Battle of Britain

Our meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 AM in the Nottawasaga Inn.

Next Meeting – July 9          Lunch:  Synposium
 
    



Upcoming Events

Let’s Go.. Register Please

Let’s Go Jays Go… Register Please Pick your menu choice

https://forms.wix.com/f/7196620363197842291
https://forms.wix.com/f/7185699772383101518
https://forms.wix.com/f/7203894555387625906


Special Events

Click here for the Registration Form

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/_files/ugd/b1fd92_e51d7111621844ffaa9509b9a5a2774d.pdf


New Town Hall Tours – June 14th & June 21st

Council Chambers Board Room

For more pictures click here

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/about-3


King’s Wharf Theatre Trip

Photos submitted by Bev Hughes.  For more click here

https://www.probuscluballiston.com/about-3


Humour…



If you have pictures or stories you would like to share with your 
friends at PROBUS, please email to Allyn Willard at:

allynwillard@rogers.com 

If you have moved or changed your email or phone number, 
please notify Mary Willard at probuscluballiston@gmail.com 

so that we can keep our records up to date.

PROBUS Club of Alliston 
2023/2024 Management Committee 

President     Ruby Thomas 

Vice President    Gerry Ross 

Past President    Chuck Waterman 

Secretary     Jo-Anne Hunt 

Treasurer     Claire Albright 

Membership Coordinator  Mary Willard 

AV Team / Zoom Master  Allyn Willard, Peter Krol, Ron Wise 

Communications   Mary Willard 

Events/Excursions   Linda Ball, Wendy Masters,  

      Judy Temple, Mary Willard,  

      Joan Fellows 

Luncheons     Midge Facciol, Bev Hughes 

Meeting Coordinator   Dave Randell 

Membership    Mary Willard, Sheila Garriock 

Photographer    Bev Hughes 

PROBUS Reporter   Allyn Willard 

Share the Wealth   June Seago, Carol Borg 

Show & Tell    Roger Setka, Roy Snipe 

Speakers Committee   Pat Thompson, Sharron Smith, 

      Judy Pretty 

Sunshine and Clouds   Sue Waterman 

mailto:allynwillard@rogers.com
mailto:probuscluballiston@gmail.com
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